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Shelby Pastor To Take
Part In Program At
Britain
RUTHERPORDTON, Jan. 11. —
Brittaln Presbyterian church, lo
cated nine miles northeast ofRuth-
erfordton, will be rededicated Sun
day at 2:30 pjn.
This church was organized In
1768. It is the oldest church of ̂ ny
denomination in Rutherford coun
ty and one of the oldest Presbyte
rian churches in the south. 'This
church was organized by the Rev.
Daniel Thatcher, with three elders
Samuel Andrews, James Mitchell
and Samuel Reid, and twenty mem
bers. There have been three
church buildings.
The first church was built of logs
near the site of the new and mod
ern building on seven acres of land
given to the church by John Long.
It was part of the land granted to
him by the King of England. In
1800 the church was moved over
two miles from the present site
onto land given to the, church by
Col. "William Porter. In 1852 , the
third church building was erected
near the original site. ̂ This buiid-
ing continued to be used until it
was remodeled during the past year
or almost built new.
The church has had 28 pastors
and 41 elders. Of the 28 ministers
who have served this church, only
Rev. J. P. McKinnon, 1920-23, is
buried in the large cemetery ad
joining the church. Only the fol
lowing pastors are living; Rev. J.
L. Beattie, Rev. R. T. Baker, Rev.
E. P. Thompson and Rev. O. V.
Armstrong, the present pastor
The first elder was Samuel An
drews, who served from 1768 to
1810. Several of his descendants
reside in this community.
The dedication program Sunday
at 2:30 p.m., follows: Invocation,
Rev. J. W. Hassell, Spindale; Re
sponsive reading. Rev. C. B. Way,
Bostic; Dedication of new Presby
terian Hymnals, Rev. H. N. Mc-
Diarmid, of Shelby; Scripture read
ing. Rev. E. P. Thompson, States-
ville; Brief history of the church.
Rev. J. K. Hall, Belmont; Dedica
tory address. Rev. P. D. Patrick,
Kings Mountain: Dedication pray
er, Rev. R. T. Baker, Belmont;
prayer. Rev. P. S. Jones, Ruther-
fordton and benediction. Rev. O. V.
Armstrong, pastor. A large crowd is
expected to attend the service Sun
day afternoon.
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